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China Development Research Foundation supports the Bijie Municipal People's Govern- N
ment in establishing the Rural Child Development Demonstration Zone in Bijie Pilot Area

to comprehensively implement a life-cycle pilot program from birth to employment.
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. This report is prepared by China Development Research Foundation.
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“This is goat”
“Goat”
LUFEEANNEE? 7

“What does a goat sound like?”
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CDRF

In Baini Village, Zhuchang County, Qixingguan District, Bijie City,
20-month-old Tong Tong (a pseudonym) is learning to recognize ani-

mals under the guidance of a home visitor.

At the same time, a comprehensive intervention program for child de-
velopment at all stages from 0 to 18 years old is being rolled out in

Bijie.

In September 2021, the Rural Child Development Demonstration
Zone in Bijie Pilot Area (hereinafter referred to as the Child Develop-
ment Demonstration Zone in Bijie) launched by China Development
Research Foundation (hereinafter referred to as CDRF) was officially
landed, aiming to implement a life-cycle pilot program from birth to
employment comprehensively, in which children aged 0-18 in rural
areas receive nutrition, health, education, and other intervention ser-

vices at each stage of development.
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Program Progress
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On September 15, 2021, Fang Jin,

Vice Chairman and Secretary Gener-
al of CDRF, and Dan Tong, Vice
Mayor of Bijie City, officially signed the cooperation agreement of the
Child Development Demonstration Zone in Bijie, and the program

was officially landed.

In November 2021, Shen Yiqin, Secretary of the Guizhou Provincial
Committee of the CPC, and Li Bingjun, Deputy Secretary of the
Guizhou Provincial Committee of the CPC and Provincial Governor,
made instructions respectively on the letter from Chairperson of the
Committee on Population, Resources and Environment of CPPCC and
Chairman of CDRF Li Wei, concerning the program progress, appreci-

ating and supporting the pilot program.

In December 2021, Fang Jin, Vice Chairman and Secretary General of
CDRF, led a delegation to Bijie for field research and held a meeting
with the Bijie pilot program steering group. Both sides candidly com-
municated the difficult issues that need to be promoted, and jointly

deployed the next phase of work.

At present, the comprehensive life-cycle intervention program for
children aged 0-18 years is being carried out in an orderly manner in
Bijie Pilot Area, and specific progress in each stage from September

to December 2021 is as follows.

CDRF
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From maternal conception to 6-month old babies
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This stage of the program improves maternal and infant
health in less developed areas by providing maternal "nutri-
tion sachets" for pregnant women and "gift kits" for new-
borns, organizing training for maternal and childcare work-
ers, and conducting educational activities on maternal and

infant's popular science knowledge.

The above four tasks will be carried out in the Qixingguan
District Maternity and Childcare Hospital in Bijie and four
townships, namely Zhuchang Township, Cengtai Township,

Linkou Township, and Dayin Township from 2022 onwards.

The "Maternal Nutrition Sachets" program will help preg-
nant women with abnormal indicators in prenatal checkups
supplement necessary nutrition during pregnancy and
reduce the proportion of low-weight newborns by distribut-
ing nutrition packages to documented pregnant women in

Qixingguan District and four pilot counties.

The "Newborn Gift Pack" program will distribute newborn
gift kits to pregnant women who have attended five prena-
tal checkups in Qixingguan District and four pilot counties
to increase the prenatal checkup rate and reduce the inci-

dence of congenital disabilities in newborns.

CDRF program team has visited the local maternal and
child healthcare information system and data management
system, with requests for the system upgrade and data reg-
ulations. CDRF has also checked the storage of maternal
nutrition sachet and newborn gift kits, with emphasis on

standards for distribution and supervision.
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Early parenting instruction for the 6-36 months
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This stage of the program combines "precision home visit-
ing" and "center-based group parenting instruction" to pro-
vide affordable, accessible, quality, and replicable compre-
hensive early childhood development services for age-eligi-

ble infants and their families.

In addition to Danyin Township, where the "China-REACH:
China Rural Education and Child Health Program" began in
2017, the program has expanded to three additional town-
ships in Qixingguan District, including Zhuchang Township,
Linkou Township, and Cengtai Township, and 58 new head
supervisors, supervisors, and parenting instructors have

been engaged to implement the program.

CDRF' has completed edition of the home visiting curricu-
lum Early Parenting Instruction Manual for Infants and Tod-
dlers (Sections 1-4), developed a China REACH WeChat
mini program based on mobile devices which is compatible
with the home visiting curriculum. Meanwhile, professional
training on the home visiting curriculum and the application
of the China REACH WeChat mini program was organized
for 127 local implementation team members in the Bijie
Demonstration Zone. Led by the Qixingguan District Health
Bureau, 11 village/community early parenting centers were

built and furnished in 4 townships.

In terms of research and evaluation, CDRF, together with
the Guizhou Provincial Health Commission, Bijie Municipal
Health Bureau, Guiyang Maternity and Childcare Hospital,
Bijie Maternity and Childcare Hospital, and the research

teams from Southeast University and the University of Chi-
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cago will jointly conduct the baseline evaluation.

In addition, the early parenting pilot programs for 0-3 years
old in 7 counties (cities) other than Qixingguan District,

Bijie City, have been launched.

Preschool education intervention program for the 3-6 years
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This program aims to help rural children obtain quality pre-
school education close to their homes and focus on physi-
cal, mental, social and academic readiness of children for

transition into primary school.

In terms of hardware enhancement, the number of places
in the five village preschools was expanded from the origi-
nal 113 to 420. In addition, CDRF has developed teaching
hardware and software configuration standards and com-
pleted the first batch of configuration for new preschools

in the Child Development Demonstration Zone in Bijie.

In terms of teacher training, the "Village Early Education
Center Program: Early Learning Discovery Classroom" was
officially launched to improve childcare quality by organiz-
ing on-site training, in-school observation, and online evalu-
ation of classroom teaching for six program preschools. In
addition, 458 preschool education volunteers attended the
first teaching training in the fall semester. In December,
CDRF, partnered with Tongxing School, conducted empow-
erment training for preschool education teachers in villages

in Bijie, with a total of 12 sessions.




TN IMREEEZI, it 12 EiR. In terms of preschool establishment, the construction of

the preschool in Shiying Village, Dayin Township was offi-
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cially launched and is scheduled to be completed in Febru-
ary 2022, with a total program budget of about 500,000
RMB.
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four counties, examined the school curriculum, teacher
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provision, hardware, and the implementation of the nutri-

tion improvement program, and designed a targeted pro-

gram implementation plan based on the status quo of the

compulsory education in Qixingguan District.

In terms of the pilot school selection, five pilot schools

have been selected, mobilized, and trained for the "Rural
Primary School Innovation Program: Rural Primary School

Education Quality Improvement Program”, and six schools

in Zhuchang County and Cengtai County have been select-
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ed for the "Digital Education for Rural Children" program.
Currently, relevant information technology equipment and

teaching materials are being actively prepared.

Based on the School Nutrition Improvement Initiative, CDRF
is also actively promoting information reporting, school
meal quality improvement, and research on Nutrition Im-
provement Program for Rural Compulsory Education Stu-

dents in Bijie.

Vocational education enhancement program for the 15-18 years
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This stage of the program aims to improve the quality of vo-
cational education, to strengthen psychological health, aca-
demic knowledge, and professional skills of secondary voca-
tional school students, to promote the capacity building of
vocational school teachers, to foster top rural revitalization

talents, and to carry out related research.

CDRF carries out program mapping and pilot selection. In
September 2021, CDRF conducted baseline research on
schools; in October, CDRF held an expert consultation meet-
ing, and invited representatives from education depart-
ments, scholars, enterprise experts, and representatives
from schools to offer advice and suggestions; in January
2022, CDRF adds 8 pilot schools on the basis of the original

5 pilot schools.

CDRF promotes psychological health development in voca-
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tional schools. Online lectures on depression are organized
for 18 psychology teachers from 5 pilot schools in Bijie; sys-
tematic training for teachers and general psychological
health tests for students are expected to be organized in
early 2022.

CDRF arranges the academic knowledge enhancement pro-
gram. From October to November 2021, CDRF carried out
mapping of schools' status quo and advanced the service
plan development. In December, CDRF promoted the teach-

ing ability training plans for academic courses teachers.

CDRF prepares for the in-depth school-enterprise coopera-
tion program. CDRF launched "For the Future" school-enter-
prise cooperation action plan with nearly 20 partner compa-
nies, bringing together the curriculum, training, and other re-
sources of leading companies in policy hotspots industries
such as health care for the elderly, childcare, machinery man-
ufacturing, Internet, and artificial intelligence, as well as rural

revitalization industries.

CDRF conducts the "1+X" certificate system pilot program.
CDRF carried out field research on Bijie City Finance and
Trade School to understand the program implementation,
challenges, and difficulties of the "1+X" certificate system

pilot program, and formulated the corresponding plan.

CDRF invites representatives of pilot schools to attend inter-
national conferences on vocational education. In November
2021, CDRF and the Chinese Society for Technical and Voca-
tional Education co-hosted the "Belt and Road" International
Conference on TVET, inviting principals of pilot schools in
Bijie to attend the conference and learn about the latest de-

velopments in vocational education.
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Comprehensive Investigation:
CDRF Vice Chairman Fang Jin and delegates
visited Bijie City to investigate the implementation

of all stages of the Program
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From December 20 to 25, 2021, Fang Jin, Vice Chairman and Secretary
General of CDRF, led a team to Bijie City, Guizhou province, to investi-
gate the progress of the Child Demonstration Zone in Bijie. The research
team investigated the implementation of the comprehensive child devel-
opment intervention programs for children aged 0 to 18 by observing
home visits, visiting parenting centers and preschools, inspecting schools
for compulsory education, and discussing with vocational education pro-
gram partner schools. Fang Jin, Vice Chairman and Secretary General of
CDRF, held talks respectively with Zou Lianke, Director of Department of
Education of Guizhou Province, Wu Donglai, Deputy Secretary of Bijie Mu-
nicipal Committee of the CPC and Secretary of Qixingguan District Com-
mittee of the CPC, on the construction of Child Development Demonstra-

tion Zone in Bijie.

On December 25, 2021, the CDRF delegation held a working symposium
with the steering group of the Bijie program. Dan Tong, Deputy Mayor of
Bijie Municipal Government, and persons in charge of Bijie Municipal
Health Bureau, Municipal Education Bureau, Bijie Women's Federation,

Municipal Civil Affairs Bureau, Human Resources and Social Security
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Donations:

The signing ceremony of "Enterprises supports
'Child Development Demonstration Zone in Bijie

was held in Beijing
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Bureau, Finance Bureau, Commission of Development and Reform, and
Natural Resources and Planning Bureau attended the meeting. At the
meeting, Fang Jin, Vice Chairman and Secretary General of CDRF, pointed
out that children's development is a comprehensive, all-around, and con-
tinuous process, and the Child Development Demonstration Zone in Bijie
aims to provide whole-process care and support for children aged 0-18.
Anchored on the mature experience CDRF accumulated for years, the in-
tervention program aims to fill in the gaps in underdeveloped rural areas’

education.

b RioTinto

On November 30, 2021, the signing ceremony of CDRF and Rio Tinto
Group on the support of the "Construction of the New Development Con-
cept Demonstration Zone in Bijie" was held in Beijing. During the
three-year cooperation, Rio Tinto will donate 6.5 million RMB per year to

CDRF to support its social pilot program in Bijie City, Guizhou Province.

Li Wei, Chairman of CPPCC Committee on Population, Resources and Envi-
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ronment, Chairman of CDRF, Lu Mai, former Deputy Chairman of CDRF
and Senior Advisor of China Development Forum, Fang Jin, Vice Chairman
and Secretary General of CDRF, Chen Guotang, Deputy Secretary General
of CDRF, Yu Jiantuo, Deputy Secretary General of CDRF, Jakob Staush-
olm, CEO of Rio Tinto, Alf Barrios, Chief Commercial Officer and Chairman
of Rio Tinto China, Ren Binyan, CEO of Rio Tinto China and other dele-
gates from both sides attended the signing ceremony. Cheng Huiqiang,
Deputy Secretary General of CDRF, hosted the signing ceremony.

On December 7, 2021, the signing ceremony of the "Comprehensive Sup-
port Program for Early Parenting in Bijie Children Development Demon-

stration Zone" between

CDRF and Zhejiang s ﬁ?.’ =
Dunhe Foundation was - W FAnes
held in Beijing. Zhejiang FEAEHZEA YHZEHEES

Dunhe Foundation will
provide 20 million RMB to
support the development

of early parenting work in
the Rural Child Develop-
ment Demonstration

Zone in Bijie Pilot Area.

Lu Mai, former Deputy

Chairman of CDRF and Senior Advisor of China Development Forum, Cai
Jianhua, senior advisor of Center for Child Development of CDRF, Li Shi,
senior professor of liberal arts and Dean of Institute for Common Prosper-
ity and Development at Zhejiang University, Yu Ying, founding partner of
Shenzhen InnoX Academy, producer and host of Phoenix Television, and
Chen Yueguang, Director of Zhejiang Dunhe Foundation, shared their
opinions from the perspectives of public policy, macroeconomics, public
media, and philanthropy respectively. Fang Jin, Vice Chairman and Secre-
tary General of CDRF, and Shen Xuxin, Deputy Director and Secretary
General of Zhejiang Dunhe Foundation, signed the donation agreement
on behalf of both sides.
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Early parenting centers have been set up
in several counties in Bijie
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CDRF

"Early Parenting Center" in the Mountains
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Liu Bi enjoys playing with children, learning songs together, playing
games with them, and telling them stories. "l used to look after my kids at
home, but now | specialize in playing with children. This job really suits
me." Liu Bi said.

Liu Bi is an early parenting instructor for infants and toddlers at the Early
Childhood Comprehensive Development Center in Dayin Township in Bijie
City, Guizhou Province. The Early Childhood Comprehensive Development
Center in Dayin Township provides free services for parents to send their
children here to nurture their language, exercise, social emotion, and

other early capabilities.

In 2017, CDRF launched the China-REACH Program (China Rural Education

and Child Health) in Dayin Township, in which home visitors, women aged
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under 35 who fit requirements, were recruited by the county. After being
trained and guided by experts hired by CDRF, the home visitors offered
one-hour early parenting guidance to individual children and their primary

caregivers per week.

"Compared with their urban counterparts, rural children lags behind in
language development and social-emotional development. We promote
children's physical, language, cognitive, and socio-emotional development
through the "home visiting" intervention of early parenting in an attempt
to close the gap between the urban and the rural children." said Liu Bei,

Program Manager of CDRF.

Research statistics from CDRF show the effectiveness of home visits. "We
conducted a baseline investigation in 2017, randomly dividing school-age
children in Dayin Township into treatment group and control group, and
testing and recording from five dimensions, i.e., language, cognition, gross
motor, fine motor, and social-emontional development. From the baseline
evaluation results and the follow-up evaluation results after one year of
program implementation, the treatment group enjoys a net increase of 16
percentage points in their 'normal’ rate in the comprehensive child devel-

opment tests compared with that of the control group." Liu Bei said.

In 2021, Bijie Municipal Health Bureau expanded the construction of early
childhood comprehensive development center in Dayin Township Hospital
based on the Program. From home visits alone to a combination of home
visit services and centralized guidance from the parenting center, except
for some special families in need of targeted home visits, the remaining
majority of children can participate in related activities in the parenting

center accompanied by their parents.

Liu Yan, Chief of the Maternal and Child Health Division of Bijie Municipal
Health Bureau, told the reporter that the center's construction significant-
ly saved human resource costs and provided venues for parent-child activ-
ities and parenting classrooms. According to the reporter who has visited
the Center in Dayin Township, the first and second floors provide health
check-ups, vaccination, and other routine public health services, and the
third floor offers early education courses, equipped with playful game

classrooms, libraries, etc.
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Scan code to watch the video report from Xinhua News Agency
"Early Education Center' in the Mountains"

"When parents bring their children here, they can not only enjoy basic
public health services and child care services but also go upstairs to par-
ticipate in parent-child activities and parenting classes. This pattern com-
bines medical and educational services." Liu Yu, Principal of Dayin Town-

ship Hospital, said.

Liu Bi said, "many children here are only accompanied by their grandparents,
which leads them to be late talkers and introverts. This situation has been
significantly improved by intervention, making this job meaningful. Mean-

while, the workplace is near my home, and | can also take care of my family."

Liu Bei said that 0-3 years old is a highly sensitive and vulnerable period
for children's development. Adequate nutrition assurance, fostering and
educational environment stimulations can lay a solid foundation for chil-
dren's lifelong learning, work, and life. Intervention during the window
period of early childhood development is also an essential human capital

investment for economically underdeveloped areas.

(Reporter Yang Xin)
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3. Program in pictures
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Fang Jin, Vice Chairman and Secretary General of CDRF,
observed home visits in Zhuchang Township,

Qixingguan District, Bijie City.
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After the research, Fang Jin pointed out that during his visit to Bijie, he
felt that governments at all levels of Guizhou Province attached great im-
portance to grassroots work, and the program has made great progress
within a few months. To perform well in the next step, it is still necessary
to strengthen coordination across programs and regions, make joint ef-
forts to commit more resources, promote publicity at all levels and in all
aspects, and perform sound evaluation work, thus transforming the pro-

gram experience into research results.

CDRF
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Early Parenting Center
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(in Datun Community, Zhuchang Township, Qixingguan District, Bijie City)
is organizing early parenting activities
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For disadvantaged children living in the village, such as left-behind chil-
dren, disabled children, and single-parent children, the "precision home
visiting" model will be adopted, in which the early parenting instructors
for infants and toddlers hired by the program will visit their families once
a week; for children who live in the village and are cared for by mothers
with high school background or above, "center-based group parenting
guidance"intervention model will be adopted, i.e., carrying out activities
in early parenting centers in villages (or communities). The parenting in-
structors hired by the program will provide children and their primary

caregivers with "group-approach” center-based early parenting guidance.

CDRF
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Pre-job training (phase one) for newly installed
rural preschool education volunteers in the fall 2021 semester
was held in Qixingguan District, Bijie City.
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From October 11 to 12, 2021, pre-job training (phase one) for newly in-
stalled rural preschool education volunteers in the fall 2021 semester, or-
ganized by Qixingguan Education Technology Bureau, was held in Qixing-
guan Nationality Middle School, with 187 fall-term new recruits and 43

on-duty volunteers attending.

CDRF
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